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Thank you for requesting a copy  
of our wedding guide and 
congratulations from the team 
at Devon Catering on your  
forthcoming wedding.
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We’ve included here some of the common thoughts and 
questions asked by many wedding couples.  We hope you 
find our wedding guide useful and most importantly...enjoy 
planning your wedding!

Asking for money on your gift list is now commonplace, but it should be handled carefully:
Guest must feel as if they are giving money towards something worthwhile. Many travel agents allow guests to 
put money towards a couple’s dream honeymoon, and some offer lists of ‘experiences’ they can buy, such as a 
romantic meal.

With venues, ask two questions. What kind of wedding do you want? And how many guests do you 
want to invite? 
Only once you know the answers to these questions should you start researching possible venues. Take notes. 
It may feel a bit like being back in school, but take tons of notes when visiting venues or other suppliers. You’re 
bound to forget the detail by the time you get home. With venues specifically, give marks out of ten on things 
like style, charm, and budget.

Don’t forget the groom:
The bride must not forget her groom and the males in the bridal party, and leave them as an afterthought! 
Brides need to consider what the males will be wearing, how they will complement her and her bridesmaids, 
and the overall aesthetic. 

Make a menu you would enjoy:
Many future brides and grooms worry about the wedding breakfast menu, and get caught up in the details of 
others’ preferences and dietary requirements,’ explains Leisa. ‘I always advise couples to choose a menu they 
would like to eat and pick out their own favourite dishes.

Make it about you and your groom:
This is a special day, meant to celebrate a future together with the person you love. Experts stress the 
need to keep the day personal. As an added bonus, guests love attending weddings that are individual 
and will be pleasantly surprised by any unusual or quirky adaption.

Regards
Leisa and the Devon Catering Team
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“We just wanted to say a huge 
thankyou for everything on  
Sunday. It really was spot on and 
everyone loved the food.”N. Green
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12 Months or more before the wedding

     Announce your engagement
     Choose your engagement ring
     Determine the style and theme of your wedding whether this be formal, semi-formal or informal
     Make a list of what is important to you for a wedding as this will help determine a budget
     Discuss the wedding budget and who will pay for what
     Decide on a wedding date and start searching venues
     Find a wedding officiant (the person who will marry you) and apply for the necessary licenses
     Throw an engagement party

Planning a wedding is simply getting organised.  Our 12 month checklist IS HERE TO HELP
WEDDING PLAN CHECKLIST

Notes
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9-11 Months before the wedding
Begin your search for vendors. If the vendor is available on your chosen date, book them IMMEDIATELY!

     Bridal Gown
     Formal suit hire
     Photographer
     Videographer
     Live Music, disco, entertainers, or bands (if needed)
     Caterer meet and book a tasting session
     Florist
     Wedding Transport
     Hair and beauty stylist
     Bridesmaid dresses
     Wedding Cake
     Shoes and accessories
     Wedding Lingerie
     Venue Decoration and chair covers
     Compile a preliminary guest list
     Look through bridal magazines and search the internet for ideas and inspiration
     Finalise your wedding colours, theme and style
     Choose your Bridesmaids, Groomsmen,  ushers, flower girl, and ring bearer
     Choose and purchase your wedding rings
     Begin looking at honeymoon options and decide where you both would like to go

Notes
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“Just a quick note to say OMG! 
The girls were amazing, 
everything went so well.  
It was awesome, and we are  
so very happy!”K. Bosomworth
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6-8 Months before the wedding

     Start planning ceremony and reception music choices
     Start looking at invitation designs
     If you haven’t already, purchase your wedding gown, veil and accessories
     Finalise and order/purchase attire for you attendants
     Sign up for your gift registry/honeymoon donation
     Plan your stag/hen party

4-5 Months before the wedding

     Contact your florist and finalise your arrangements
     Order wedding stationary (invitations, envelopes, order of service etc.)
     Book your wedding transport
     Arrange accommodation for out of town guests
     Choose your wedding cake
     Decide on your wedding decorations including favours

Notes
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3 Months before the wedding

     Order your wedding cake
     Finalise your guest list
     Meet with your wedding officiant to discuss details of your ceremony
     Choose gifts for your attendants and parents
     Groom and male members of the wedding party to arrange for a suit fitting
     Reconfirm honeymoon arrangements
     Start writing your wedding vows if you are doing them yourself

2 Months before the wedding

     Send out your invitations
     Meet with vendors to finalise arrangements
     Schedule a hair and makeup trial with a consultant
     Start making/buying wedding favours
     Finalise music selections for the ceremony and reception
     If changing your name, complete the proper documents
     Meet with officiant to finalise ceremony details
     Reserve room for wedding night if not already done so

Notes
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1 Month before the wedding
     
     Meet with your photographer and provide a list of required shots
     Start working on your seating plan
     Decide and confirm your wedding vows and ensure your officiant has been sent copies
     Confirm all final payment amounts with your vendors, including dates, times, etc.
     Collect marriage license
     Confirm honeymoon reservations
     Arrange for a final wedding dress fitting

2 Weeks before the wedding

     Finalise seating chart
     Confirm delivery time and location with florist
     Contact any guests from whom you’ve not received an acceptance

1 Week before the wedding

     Collect wedding gown, bridesmaid, flowergirl dresses and accessories
     Give final guest numbers to venue/receptions/caterer
     Make sure the men have their final suit fitting
     Reconfirm everything with vendors one last time

Notes
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1 day before

     Attend rehearsal if you are having one
     Have a manicure/pedicure
     Confirm wedding day transportation
     Reconfirm hair and make appointments for the wedding day
     Confirm all duties required with the wedding party
     Try to get an early night and relax!

Your wedding day

     Try to eat breakfast, even if you think you aren’t hungry
     Have your hair and makeup done
     Begin dressing two hours before ceremony is scheduled to begin
     Take a deep breath, relax, and most importantly, enjoy your day!

Post wedding day
If you are due to leave for honeymoon straight after your wedding day, you need to ensure the following.

     Any formal attire that has been hired is returned the next working day
     Ensure the wedding venue knows about table decorations that have been hired and stores them safely
     Ensure thank you notes for gifts or donations are sent out no later than 3 months after your wedding

Notes
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“You and your team did an  
excellent job with the food – we 
have had lots of comments from 
people praising it, particularly 
the pork crackling!”Holly & Will
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Notes
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Notes
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Devon Catering Limited, The Barn, Pristacott, Devon, EX31 3JR
Phone: 01271 858505

Email: enquiry@devoncatering.com
Web: www.devoncatering.com

Company #: 8438720
A company registered in England and Wales


